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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, FIR DUNS TAN, TO AUSTRALIAN GAS 
ASSOCIATION 12TH ANNUAL CONVENTION. ADELAIDE. 1.10.73 
YOUR EXCELLENCY, MR PRESIDENT, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR ASKING ME TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY. 
MAY I FIRST OF ALL WELCOME DELEGATES TO THIS THE 12TH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION OF THE AUSTRALIAN GAS ASSOCIATION. 
WE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAVE A VERY REAL INTEREST IN THE NATURAL 
GAS INDUSTRY AND ARE DELIGHTED AT THE OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY 
HOST TO YOUR DISTINGUISHED ASSOCIATION. 
WITHIN THE LAST WEEK THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT NEW DISCOVERY 
OF NATURAL GAS IN THE QUEENSLAND PORTION OF THE COOPER BASIN . 
AREA. 
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THIS DISCOVERY IS OF INTEREST, NOT" ONLY BECAUSE OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE FIND, BUT BECAUSE IT ILLUSTRATES A 
SIGNIFICANT CONTEMPORARY TREND OF MAJOR RESOURCE COMPANIES 
TO DIVERSIFY. THE DISCOVERY WAS MADE IN AN AREA WHERE WESTERN 
MINING CORPORATION, TRADITIONALLY A GOLD AND BASE METAL MINING 
COMPANY, IS EARNING AN INTEREST. THIS SAME COMPANY ALREADY HAS 
A MAJOR ENERGY RESOURCE DISCOVERY TO ITS CREDIT, IN THE SHAPE 
OF A LARGE LOW GRADE URANIUM DEPOSIT IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
WE ARE ALL FAMILIAR WITH THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL BHP VENTURE INTO 
PETROLEUM SEARCH IN BASS STRAIT AMD MORE RECENTLY IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA. IN A SIMILAR WAY, TRADITIONAL PETROLEUM EXPLORERS ARE 
ADDING COAL AND URANIUM TO THEIR EXPLORATION PROGRAMS. BURMAH 
OIL ANNOUNCED RECENTLY THAT THE COMPANY WAS MOVING INTO THE 
NUCLEAR FIELD. THE COMPANY PREDICT THAT NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS WILL 
BE NEEDED IN THE SHORT TERM IF WORLD ENERGY REQUIREMENTS ARE 
TO'BE MET. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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ALL THESE MOVES ILLUSTRATE AN INCREASING AWARENESS THAT WE 
SHOULD BE LOOKING TOWARDS THE TOTAL ENERGY RESOURCES, OP WHICH 
NATURAL GAS IS BUT ONE VITAL ELEMENT. IN DUE COURSE, IT IS 
APPARENT THAT A BALANCE WILL HAVE TO BE STRUCK BETWEEN THE USE 
OF FOSSIL FUELS AS A SOURCE OF ENERGY, AS AGAINST THE NEED 
TO CONSERVE THEM FOR PETROCHEMICAL FEED STOCKS - IN THE CASE OF 
PETROLEUM, AND FOR METALLURGICAL PURPOSES - IN THE CASE OF COAL. 
IN TURN, THIS POINTS TO THE NEED TO STUDY AND DEVELOP THE 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY RESOURCES AVAILABLE FROM URANIUM, AND IN THE 
LONG TERM FROM THE SUN. IT IS CLEARLY DESIRABLE FOR ORGANISATIONS 
AND GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED WITH THE ENERGY BUSINESS TO SUPPORT 
RESEARCH IN THESE DIRECTIONS. 
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THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IN THE CASE OF SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH, 
WHERE AUSTRALIA HAS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY A LEAD ROLE. 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WE ARE FORTUNATE IN HAVING BEEN ABLE TO 
DETERMINE LARGE RESERVES OF FOSSIL FUELS IN THE FORMS OF 
NATURAL GAS AND LOW GRADE COALS. THE STATE GOVERNMENT IS 
PROUD OF ITS ROLE IN FOSTERING THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 
IT HAS PLAYED A MAJOR PART IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEIGH 
CREEK COAL FIELD AND ASSISTED IN THE PIONEER WORK IN THE 
COOPER BASIN. THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GEOLOGICAL SURVEY WAS 
THE FIRST STATE SURVEY TO INTRODUCE A SEISMIC SECTION - AND 
IT STILL REMAINS THE ONLY STATE SURVEY TO HAVE ONE. THIS 
SEISMIC GROUP HAS DONE PIONEERING WORK IN EVERY ONSHORE 
SEDIMENTARY BASE? IN THE STATE AND, IN FACT, WAS THE FIRST 
SEISMIC TEAM TO WORK IN THE COOPER BASIN. THE RESULTS OF THEIR 
WORK HELPED TO ATTRACT ACTIVE COMPANY EXPLORATION. 
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STRATIGRAPHIC DRILLING AND SEISMIC SURVEYS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MINES PROVIDED THE BASIC DATA WHICH WAS UTILISED BY THE UTAH 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, WHOSE SUBSEQUENT SYSTEMATIC EXPLORATION 
DRILLING HAS LEAD TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE IMPORTANT LAKE 
PHIILIPSON COAL DEPOSITS. 
IN THE COOPER BASIN, A VIGOROUS EXPLORATION PROGRAM BY THE 
PRODUCERS' CONSORTIUM HAS RESULTED IN THE DISCOVERY OF 
SUFFICIENT NATURAL GAS TO SUPPLY THE SYDNEY GAS MARKET, AS 
WELL AS EXISTING CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS TO THE ADELAIDE GAS 
AND ENERGY MARKET. COOPER BASIN GAS HAS BEEN SUPPLYING 
ADELAIDE SINCE LATE 1969 AND ON PRESENT INDICATIONS, WILL BE 
SUPPLYING THE SYDNEY GAS MARKET BY 1975. 
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A FURTHER DEVELOPMENT, AND ONE WITH WHICH MY OWN GOVERNMENT 
IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED, ARISES OUT OF THE WET GAS AND LIQUIDS 
THAT WILL BECOME AVAILABLE AS A VALUABLE BY-PRODUCT OF 
SUPPLYING DRY GAS TO SYDNEY. I REFER TO THE PROJECTED 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY NEAR PORT AUGUSTA, ON 
THE SHORES OF SPENCER GULF. 
THE NEXT STAGE OF OPERATIONS IN THE COOPER BASIN ITSELF 
WILL HAVE TWO PRINCIPLE PHASES. THE FIRST WILL BE THE 
INITIATION OF INTENSIVE DRILLING OF PRODUCTION WELLS TO 
DEVELOP THE KNOWN FIELDS, AND THE SECOND, AND EQUALLY 
IMPORTANT, WILL BE FURTHER EXPLORATION AND TEST DRILLING BOTH 
IN THE COOPER BASIN, AND IN OTHER SIMILAR, BUT AS YET 
INADEQUATELY TESTED, BASINS IN THE SAME REGION, TO DETERMINE 
ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES. 
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CONSERVATIVE GEOLOGICAL ESTIMATES SUGGEST THAT AT LEAST AS MUCH 
GAS REMAINS TO BE DISCOVERED IN THE COOPER BASIN AS HAS BEEN 
FOUND TO DATE - WHILE OPTIMISTIC ESTIMATES SUGGEST THE FIGURE 
COULD BE SEVERAL TIMES THE EXISTING RESERVES. AT THE SAME TIME, 
WE SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING 
ALL THE INFORMATION GAINED TO DATE, AND THE PROSPECTIVE CHARACTER 
OF THE GENERAL COOPER BASIN AREA, EXPLORATION IN THIS AREA 
REMAINS A HIGH RISK AND INCREASINGLY EXPENSIVE BUSINESS, AND 
THE PRODUCERS WILL BE SEEKING APPROPRIATE INCENTIVES TO PROCEED 
WITH THIS ESSENTIAL EXPLORATION WORK. BECAUSE OF THE CONSIDERABLE 
ADVANTAGES OF NATURAL GAS, IT WOULD SEEM PRUDENT FOR CONSUMERS, 
GENERALLY, TO RECOGNISE THE REALITIES OF THIS SITUATION, AND 
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ENTER INTO ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE THE CONTINUATION OF VIGOROUS 
EXPLORATION, WHICH IN TURN WILL ENSURE THE CONSUMERS' ADEQUATE 
SUPPLIES AT REALISTIC PRICES IN FUTURE YEARS. 
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A CONTINUING, VIGOROUS AND ORDERLY 
NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPLY SITUATION, RESTS ON, AND 
REQUIRES THE COOPERATION OF, ALL CONCERNED - INCLUDING 
PRODUCERS, TRANSMISSION ORGANISATIONS, DISTRIBUTORS, CONSUMERS, 
AND GOVERNMENT. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ALL THESE GROUPS WORK 
CONSTRUCTIVELY TOGETHER IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST TO ENSURE 
THAT OUR HERITAGE OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES IS THOROUGHLY EXPLORED, 
EFFICIENTLY DEVELOPED AND CONSERVATIVELY UTILISED. 
ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, AND THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
I WELCOME YOU ALL TO ADELAIDE, AND WISH YOU A MOST SUCCESSFUL 
CONFERENCE. 
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